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Fire Management on CRP Acres 

Landowners who participate in the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) are 
responsible for fire management on their CRP acreage. Fireguard technical 
practices should be outlined in the Conservation Plan of Operations (CPO).  

Landowners must complete the necessary management activities outside of the 
Primary Nesting Season. In Colorado, the Primary Nesting Season is March 15th 
through July 15th.  Fiscal Year 2016 management activities such as routine 
grazing, may be completed from July 16 - September 30.  The goal is to suppress 
the amount of fuel in the event of a wildfire while still promoting the diversity of 
the conservation cover.  

FSA encourages producers to be proactive in preventing the spread of wildfire. 
Fire management includes installing firebreaks, which should be included in the 
contract support document and installed according to the Natural Resources 
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accommodations to participate in FSA 
programs should contact the County 
Executive Director in the FSA Office in 
your area or Federal Relay Service at 1-
800-877-8339. Alternatively, you may also 
contact Colorado FSA Civil Rights 
Coordinator Patti Finke at (720) 544-2889 
or patti.finke@co.usda.gov 

Conservation Service (NRCS) firebreak standards.   

Barren firebreaks will only be allowed in high risk areas, such as transportation 
corridors, rural communities, and adjacent farmsteads. A conservationist must 
certify that there will not be an erosion hazard from the barren firebreak. If erosion 
becomes a problem, remedial action will be taken. 

 
 

USDA Creates More Bird Habitat Opportunities on Irrigated Farmland 

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) announces more bird habitats to be established in irrigated farmland regions through the 
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP). 

Declines in upland bird populations, such as the northern bobwhite, pheasant, and prairie chicken, led to the creation of new CRP 
features to help restore habitats for these species in these agricultural areas. Since the program’s creation in 2004, more than 
240,000 acres of marginal cropland have been converted to native grasslands, spurring an increase in upland bird populations.  

In recent years, however, applications for this type of habitat creation have slowed. To encourage more participation, USDA’s 
new policy focuses on farmland with center-pivot irrigation systems where there are circular areas of cropland with patches of 
land beyond the reach of irrigation. Until now, these patches – known as pivot corners – were only eligible for habitat creation 
when connected by a linear strip of grassland also enrolled in the program. The new policy allows producers interested in habitat 
creation to use disconnected pivot corners to help increase the population of upland birds. 

Other species that can benefit from today’s change include the mourning dove, wild turkey, several sparrows, meadowlark and 
bobolinks. 

The Conservation Reserve Program is a voluntary program. FSA contracts with agricultural landowners so that environmentally 
sensitive land is not farmed but instead used for conservation. Participants establish long-term plant species that control soil 
erosion, sequester carbon, improve water quality, and strengthen declining wildlife populations. In return, participants receive 
annual rental payments between 10 and 15 years.  

Interested landowners can enroll pivot corners in the Conservation Reserve Program at any time. Participants and land must 
meet certain eligibility requirements. Other restrictions may apply. For additional details, contact your local Farm Service Agency 
office at offices.usda.gov or visit the website at www.fsa.usda.gov/conservation.

 

USDA Expands Safety-Net for Dairy Operations Adding Next-Generation Family 
Members 

Dairy farms participating in the Margin Protection Program (MPP) can now update their production history when an eligible family 
member joins the operation. The voluntary program, established by the 2014 Farm Bill, protects participating dairy producers 
when the margin – the difference between the price of milk and feed costs – falls below levels of protection selected by the 
applicant. 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) published a final rule which made these changes 
effective on April 13, 2016. Any dairy operation already enrolled in the Margin Protection Program that had an intergenerational 
transfer occur will have an opportunity to increase the dairy operations production history during the 2017 registration and annual 
coverage election period. The next election period begins on July 1, 2016, and ends on Sept. 30, 2016. For intergenerational 
transfers occurring on or after July 1, 2016, notification must be made to the FSA within 60 days of purchasing the additional 
cows. Each participating dairy operation is authorized one intergenerational transfer at any time of its choosing until 2018. 

For $100 a year, dairy producers can receive basic catastrophic protection that covers 90 percent of milk production at a $4 
margin coverage level. For additional premiums, operations can protect 25 to 90 percent of production history with margin 
coverage levels from $4.50 to $8, in 50 cent increments. Annual enrollment in the program is required in order to receive margin 
protection. The final rule also provides improved risk protection for dairy farmers that pay premiums to buy-up higher levels of 
coverage by clarifying that 90 percent of production is covered below the $4 level even if a lower percentage was selected above 
the $4 margin.  
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Earlier this year, FSA gave producers the opportunity to pay their premium through additional options including via their milk 
cooperative or handler. This rule facilitates those options and also clarifies that the catastrophic level protection at $4 will always 
cover 90 percent of the production history, even if a producer selected a less than a 90 percent percentage for the buy-up 
coverage. 

Assuming current participation, had the Margin Protection Program existed from 2009 to 2014, premiums and fees would have 
totaled $500 million while providing producers with $2.5 billion in financial assistance, nearly $1 billion more than provided by the 
old Milk Income Loss Contract program during the same period. 

For more information, visit FSA online at www.fsa.usda.gov/dairy or stop by a local FSA office and ask about the Margin 
Protection Program. To find a local FSA office in your area, visit http://offices.usda.gov.

 

2016 ACREAGE REPORTING DATES 

In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers are encouraged to visit  their local FSA office to file an 
accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline.  

The following acreage reporting dates are applicable for Colorado:  

 January 15: Apples, Grapes, Peaches  

 June 15, 2016: Onions and Shallots 

 July 15, 2016: All other Crops and CRP  

 November 15: Apiculture, PRF/Perennial Forage, Fall Seeded Small Grains  

The following exceptions apply to the above acreage reporting dates:  

 If the crop has not been planted by the above acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be reported no later than 15 
calendar days after planting is completed.  

 If a producer acquires additional acreage after the above acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be reported no 
later than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring the lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the 
county office.  

 If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of "cover only," "green manure," "left standing," or "seed," 
then the acreage must be reported by July 15th.  

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage reporting date for NAP covered 
crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 calendar days before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins.  

For questions regarding crop certification and crop loss reports, please contact your local county office. 

 

Filing a Notice of Loss 

The CCC-576, Notice of Loss, is used to report failed acreage and prevented planting and may be completed by any producer 
with an interest in the crop. Timely filing a Notice of Loss is required for all crops, including grasses. For losses on crops covered 
by the Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), you must file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss within 15 days of the 
earlier of a natural disaster occurrence, the final planting date if planting is prevented by a natural disaster, the date that damage 
to the crop or loss of production becomes apparent; or the normal harvest date.   

Producers of hand-harvested crops must notify FSA of damage or loss through the administrative County Office within 72 hours 
of the date of damage or loss first becomes apparent. This notification can be provided by filing a CCC-576, email, fax or phone. 
Producers who notify the County Office by any method other than by filing the CCC-576 are still required to file a CCC-576, 
Notice of Loss, within the required 15 calendar days. 

If filing for prevented planting, an acreage report and CCC-576 must be filed within 15 calendar days of the final planting date for 
the crop.   
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ARC, PLC and CTAP Acreage Maintenance 

Producers enrolled in Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC) must protect all cropland and noncropland 
acres on the farm from wind and water erosion and noxious weeds. Producers who sign ARC county or individual contracts and 
PLC contracts agree to effectively control noxious weeds on the farm according to sound agricultural practices.  If a producer fails 
to take necessary actions to correct a maintenance problem on a farm that is enrolled in ARC or PLC, the County Committee 
may elect to terminate the contract for the program year.   

 

Farm Loan Borrower Training 
Borrower training is available for all Farm Service Agency customers. This training is required for all direct loan applicants, unless 
the applicant has a waiver issued by the agency.   

Borrower training includes instruction in production and financial management. The purpose is to help the applicant develop and 
improve skills that are necessary to successfully operate a farm and build equity in the operation.  It aims to help the producer 
become financially successful. Borrower training is provided, for a fee, by agency approved vendors. Contact your local FSA 
Farm Loan Manager for a list of approved vendors.   

 

Farm Loan Servicing 

There are options for Farm Service Agency loan customers during financial stress. If you are a borrower who is unable to make 
payments on a loan, contact your local FSA Farm Loan Manager to learn about the options available to you.  

 

Loans for Targeted Underserved Producers 

FSA has a number of loan programs available to assist applicants to begin or continue in agriculture production. Loans are 
available for operating type loans and/or to purchase or improve farms or ranches.   

While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for these loan programs, FSA has provided priority funding for members of 
targeted underserved applicants.   

A targeted underserved applicant is one of a group whose members have been subjected to racial, ethnic or gender prejudice 
because of his or her identity as members of the group without regard to his or her individual qualities.   

For purposes of this program, targeted underserved groups are Women, African Americans, American Indians, Alaskan Natives, 
Hispanics, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders. 

FSA loans are only available to applicants who meet all the eligibility requirements and are unable to obtain the needed credit 
elsewhere. 

 

A Simple Start to Retirement Savings 
Don’t have access to a retirement savings plan? Haven’t found an easy way to start saving? The U.S. Department of the 
Treasury’s myRA can help you get on the path to retirement saving. It costs nothing to open an account and there are no fees. 
Visit myRA.gov today to get started. 
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USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) Online Hay and Grazing Acres Locator Tool  

FSA's Hay Net website www.fsa.usda.gov/haynet  is the "go to" online resource for agricultural producers to list information 
concerning the need for hay and grazing acres or the availability of hay and grazing acres.  

If, due to extenuating circumstances, producers are in need of hay and/or grazing acres to support livestock, please use Hay Net 
to post an advertisement seeking these resources. Likewise, landowners who have hay and/or grazing acres available for 
livestock producers should post a Hay Net advertisement as well. 

 A few things to remember when using the Hay Net website: 

 There is a one-time registration process that should be completed by all users who want to post an ad online.  

 Users who just want to browse ads DO NOT NEED to have an eAuthentication user id.  

 Hay and grazing acre ads will be automatically removed after a period of 13 months.  

 Please help your fellow farmer and rancher by keeping ads current and up to date and remove ads you no longer need or 
want advertised on Hay Net. Please, no corporate advertisements on this site. 

Hay Net is brought to you by FSA as a public service. The sole purpose of this online resource is to provide a site for the 
exchange of information. FSA does not endorse, guarantee, or otherwise make representations of any kind regarding any user of 
this site and FSA is not responsible for defining the terms of grazing agreements or lease contracts.  

 For more information about Hay Net and other FSA services and programs, please contact your local FSA office.  For local FSA 
Service Center contact information, please visit: offices.usda.gov. 

 

Important Dates to Remember and Interest Rate for May 

Important FSA Dates to Remember: 

 May 31: Final Availability Date for Loans and LDPs for Corn, Dry Peas, Grain Sorghum, Lentils, Mustard Seed, Rice, 
Safflower Seed, Chickpeas, Soybeans and Sunflower Seed  

 June 15 2016 Acreage Reporting/Crop Certification Deadline for Onions and Shallots  

 July 15: 2016 Acreage Reporting/Crop Certification Deadline for CRP and all other crops not required to be reported by 
previously announced deadlines. Please contact your County Office if you have questions on a specific crop.  

 July 15: Final 2015 NAP Final Production Reports are due for certain NAP crops  

 July 15: The nomination period begins for County Committee Elections across Colorado.  

 July 16: CRP 2016 Summer/Fall Managed Harvesting and Routine Grazing Begins (with prior County Committee 
Approval of Request)  

 Aug. 1: Deadline for 2016 ARC and PLC Enrollment  

 Aug. 1: Deadline to request farm transfers for FY’ 2016  

 Aug. 1: Last day to file nomination forms at the local USDA Service center  

 Nov. 15 Deadline to report Apiculture, PRF/Perennial Forage, Fall-Seeded Small Grain Acreage  

For more information about FSA programs, contact your local FSA office.  

Ongoing Notice of Loss Requirements:  

 NAP: Submit Notice of Loss within 15 calendar days of the earlier of a natural disaster occurrence, the final planting date 
if planting is prevented by a natural disaster, the date that damage to the crop or loss of production becomes 
apparent; the normal harvest date.  

 ELAP: Submit Notice of Loss the earlier of 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent or Nov. 1st after the end of the 
program year in which the loss occurred.  

 Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP): Submit Notice of Loss within 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent  

 

 

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTYwNTE5LjU5MjQ0NjYxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE2MDUxOS41OTI0NDY2MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3NzA4MzE3JmVtYWlsaWQ9cGF0dGkuZmlua2VAY28udXNkYS5nb3YmdXNlcmlkPXBhdHRpLmZpbmtlQGNvLnVzZGEuZ292JnRhcmdldGlkPSZmbD0mZXh0cmE9TXVsdGl2YXJpYXRlSWQ9JiYm&&&111&&&http://www.fsa.usda.gov/haynet
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTYwNTE5LjU5MjQ0NjYxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE2MDUxOS41OTI0NDY2MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3NzA4MzE3JmVtYWlsaWQ9cGF0dGkuZmlua2VAY28udXNkYS5nb3YmdXNlcmlkPXBhdHRpLmZpbmtlQGNvLnVzZGEuZ292JnRhcmdldGlkPSZmbD0mZXh0cmE9TXVsdGl2YXJpYXRlSWQ9JiYm&&&112&&&http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app


May FSA Interest Rate: 

 Farm Operating: 2.375% 

 Microloan Operating: 2.375% 

 Farm Ownership: 3.5% 

 Farm Ownership - Joint Financing: 2.50% 

 Farm Ownership - Down Payment: 1.50% 

 Emergency - Actual Loss: 3.375% 

 Farm Storage Facility Loan 7 year term: 1.625% 

 Farm Storage Facility Loan 10 year term: 1.75% 

 Farm Storage Facility Loan 12 year term: 1.875% 

 Commodity Loan: 1.625% 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the 
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call 
(866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 


